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Terence Young

According to Donlyn Lyndon, “sustainability” has become a “catch
word of the times”.1 Echoing Lyndon, Mike Pease writes that it
seems that the word is appearing “everywhere”.2 Certainly the land-
scape literature would lead one to this conclusion. Recent issues of
such publications as Landscape Design, Places, and The Urban Ecologist
have, for example, carried reports about the first meeting of the
United Nations’ Sustainable Cities programme which included pres-
entations from Senegal, Poland, China, Mozambique, Tanzania, and
Chile; about “Green Korea”; a group working toward a sustainable
Korean Peninsula; about the new Sustainable Development Centre
in the United Kingdom; the President’s Council on Sustainable De-
velopment in the U.S.; and the World Congress of Architects’ “Dec-
laration of Interdependence” calling for the profession’s dedication
to achieving sustainable designs.

Despite this currency, however, the notion of sustainability is not
without its history. A quick perusal of the literature finds glowing
references to such lights as Louis Bromfield, Patrick Geddes, Ebenezer
Howard, J.I. Rodale, and Rudolph Steiner. Intriguingly, these indi-
viduals all worked in mid-latitude, humid climates. Could it be that
the pioneers in arid environments are absent from these hallowed
halls because much of their work was not in English?

In addition to any biographical ancestry, it is clear that today’s
sustainability has its roots firmly planted in the utilitarian resource
management that began at the end of the last century. Progressive-era
conservationists would recognise today’s sustainability as a child of
the “sustained yield” concept for such renewable resources as game,
fisheries, and forests. These early technocrats argued for levels of
extraction that could be maintained without lessening future levels
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